











CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 





"No. 1. JUNE, 1823. Vol. IV. 
SRR Eo neon oe NRA ON RY 
TO THE READER. 

Our subscribers who have read the Christian Repos- 
itory from its commencement, need no description of 
the object and plan of the work. Others may, perhaps, 
wish some general outlines of what they may expect 
its pages will afford. In compliance with such desires, 
the Editor offers these remarks. Whatever is calcu- 
lated to encourage cool and dispassionate investiga- 
tion, to promote the knowledge of the holy scriptures, 
and the pure principles of the religion of Jesus in the 
heart, he would embrace with the pure zeal of a real 
disciple, and as a faithful servant of Christ, offer to 
his readers. Perfection he does not promise. Nor 
can he flatter himself or his readers that he shall be 
able always to meet their expectations. The prepos- 
sessions of opinion are too various and too strongly 
fixed in the minds of many, to be accommodated by 
the labors of a single individual who is exposed to like 
unfavorable biasses, and similar imbecilities that are 
common to his readers. But it is not difficult for us 
to aim at improvement, and in such labors we may 
look for a blessing from our heavenly Parent. 

‘The matter contained in the Christian Repository 
is calculated to be doctrinal, practical, and historical. 
The most important news of transactions in the Uni- 
versalist connexion, such as proceedings of general 
meetings, rise and prosperity of societies, &c. will 
occupy a portion of its pages. In this department, 
the Editor will not confine himself to the’ Universal- 
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ists, but shall give place to interesting transactions 
among other denominations. He does not calculate 


wholly on original matter, tho a considerable portion 
from his own pen and others, will generally be origi- 
nal. And he here takes an opportunity to acknow- 
ledge the valuable productions which his brethren 
have afforded him, and to solicit a continuance of their 


favors. Those pieces will be understood to be edito- 
rial, where no credit is given. 


| ae 
SERMON, NO. X. 


John x. 16. And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold ; them also IT must bring, and they 


shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd, 


The term other evidently refers to sheep that had 
before been made the subject of discourse, and is used 
to represent a distinct portion of our Savior’s property. 
The word sheep is figurative. It is designed to apply 
to mankind, according to their different relations and 
characters. And the only question that would natur- 
ally arise in this place, is, whether this word may be 
applied to a portion or the whole of mankind, to the 
virtuous or vicious, or to both. That it may apply te 
different classes is indisputable, from the consideration 
that Christ discourses of sheep, and then adds, “I have 
. other sheep.” 

Before we can safely determine what is meant b 
the other sheep, mentioned in our text, we shall do 
well to Ponte, i the allusion to what was offered be- 
fore. This we have in the commencement of the 
chapter, in the parable of the shepherd and the sheep. 
In the 9th verse he explains himself to be the door ; 
and in the 11th, the good shepherd. ‘The character of 
the sheep are described by their obedience. “When 
he putteth forth his own sheep he goeth before them, 
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and the sheep follow him, for’ they know his voice. 

He calleth his own sheep by name and leadeth them 

out. And a stranger will they not follow, but will 

flee from him; for they know not the voice of stran- 
era.” 

From this description, we perceive that the sheep 
cannot be described by national character, nor known 
by national boundaries. If we say the sheep in this 
parable means the Jews, the description does not suit 
theircharacter. They neither know the voice of the 
true shepherd, nor follow him. Indeed, he testifies to 
a number of them, “Ye are not of my sheep as I said 
unto you, my sheep ne ‘ar my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me.”? Should we consider these sheep 
as applying a a to the Gentiles, we should 
remain in ‘equal difficulty ; for it was never yet alto- 
gether true of them, that they heard and obeyed the 
voice of this great and faithful Shepherd. 

There is no decision on this point that appears 
more rational, than to consider Christ as speaking of 
believers. The description well comports with their . 
character. “Ie that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life.” Faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Jesus calls; the “believer hears 
and knows his voice. All believers whose faith works 
by love and purifies the heart, follow their shepherd. 
They distinguish his voice from the voice of strangers, 
because they are acquainted with it. ‘These believers 
could then be but a few, selected from the Jewish 
nation, altho it is beyond a doubt, they comprehended 
all that then believed in him. 

Allowing these conclusions to be just, the way is 
now prepared to consider more particularly the sub- 
ject matter of our text. “And other sheep I have,” 
says the Redeemer.—Ah, what other sheep? Any 
other than believers? Yes. “And other sheep I have, 
which are not of this fold.”” If believers were included 
in the parable, they could not be included here. And 
if some believers were there meant, it is evident, all 
that were then believers, were meant. That unbe- 
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lievers were included in. the text is plain from the de- 
scription of their character. They “are not of this 
foid,”” implies they must be elsewhere. “Them also 
I must bring,”’ shows that they were not brought, were 
unreconciled, and, consequently, unbelieving. 

It is not from this description of character alone, 
that we are authorized to consider unbelievers a por- 
tion of Christ’s property; but we find it maintained 
by the united testimony of many passages. The hea- 
then which are given him for his inheritance, the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession, afford 
descriptions of such acharacter. If Christ tasted 
death for every man, if he gave himself a ransom for 
all, asthe Scriptures assert ; unbelievers must certainly 
be included. : 

As we think it likely these ideas may be new te 
some of our readers, it may not be amiss to labor this 
part of our subject somewhat particularly. The term 
sheep is used as a figure to represent different char- 
acters, the wicked as well as the righteous. Where 
sheep and — are mentioned in the 25th chapter of 
Matthew, sheep are used for the righteous only ; be- 
ing so called in the last verse, “the righteous into life 
eternal.”?> When it is said, “All we Tike sheep have 
gone astray,” sheep must mean the wicked ; for these 
are the characters that go astray. When Christ said, 
“The good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep,” is 
it wrong to say, he meant all mankind? Is it not plain 
from other scriptures, that he died for all without ex- 
ception ? As we have it from the evident authority of 
two passages, that sheep is used as a figure for the 
wicked, there arises nothing, from this consideration, 
against the term being applied indiscriminately to all 
men. But in our text we apply it to unbelievers only, 
because believers had been before designated. Our 
Savior, no doubt, had his eye upon the large field of 
the Gentile world, the “every creature” to whom he 
commanded his disciples to preach the good tidings 
of the gospel. The two classes of men, the sheep in 


the parable, and the other sheep, spoken of in our text, 
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include, according to the faith of all denominations of 
christians, the whole extent of the Savior’s property. 
The point in which they differ, is concerning the pro- 
per number that belong to him. But tho this may be 
a point of difference, we cannot expect to profit by 
making it a subject of warm contention. 

As Christ has chesen, in this instance, the simili- 
tude of shepherd and sheep, to represent. the relation 
between himself and mankind, we may expect to profit 
by considering a few analogies. Sheep were not an- 
ciently kept by the walls of enclosed fields, as at the 
present time; but by the immediate presence of the 
shepherd, who exercised his guardian care over them 
by night as wellas day. This custom is mention- 
ed in different parts of scripture, and is often noticed 
by ancient authors. When sheep are in an undomes- 
ticated state, it is not to be expected they will become 
tame from their own exertions, but from the exertions 
and care of their shepherd. So with the great Shep- 
herd that gave his life for the sheep; he came to seek 
and to save that which was lost. No domesticated _ 
sheep is unwillingly happy under the care of its shep- 
herd, neither is it possible for men to be dragged to 
heaven by force. It seems a contradiction in terms 
that any being can be forced to be happy. 

Christ speaks of his other sheep as not belonging to 
the fold that hear his voice and follow him, and says, 
“Them also I must bring.”»—A very natural expres- 
sion for a man speaking of his property ; and implies 
that his ability in collecting and bringing them in, 18 
naturally understood. Christ alludes to what he had 
done in-bringing the sheep he then had in his fold by 
the little word, also. The bringing in of his other 
sheep he speaks of as an event then future, but which 
must in due time, be actually accomplished. Whiien- 
ever we hear a man speaking of a certain business of 
his own, and saying, Ehis I must do, we understand 
it to be his purpose, and that he is conscious of his 
ability to perferm what he says. We learn that Christ 
On a certain occasion says, “All that the Father giveth 

i* 











6 Christian Repository. 


me shall come to me, and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out; for I came down from hea- 
ven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that 
sent me.” ‘To his disciples he says, “All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth.” The very 
idea of his bringing in those who were then gathered 
in his fold, and who rejoiced to hear his voice and to 
follow him, was a bright sample of what he will do. 
But the manner in which the other sheep are to be 
a in, we learn from the following expression, 
“And they shall hear my voice.” 

We see by this expression that Christ adheres to 
the analogy between his similitude of shepherd and 
sheep, and the thing represented by them. A shep- 
herd calls his sheep; and they learn to follow him. 
Jesus calls his saasle: “Come unto me,” says he,— 
“learn of me, and I will give you rest.” 

With an eye on this circumstance, let us further 
view our subject through the medium of this simili- 
tude. When sheep are unacquainted with the voice 
of their shepherd, can they distinguish it from the 
voice of a stranger? And if, when the shepherd calls, 
the sheep attempt to run away, as wild sheep always 
will, what would a shepherd be likely to do? What 
would the faithful shepherd, who owns the sheep, be 
likely to do? To abandon them, and tell them, be- 
cause they would not come, it was their own fault? 
it was no concern of his whether they were food for 
wolves, or a prey to the voracious tiger? Shepherds 
never talk like this. If one sheep out of a hundred 
was lost, it would be sought with anxiety and avidity ; 
and when found, it would be brought in with joy. And 
does Jesus exercise less care over his people, than an 
ancient shepherd did over his flock? The good Shep- 
herd that giveth his life for the sheep exercises a faith- 
fulness, that is not to be exceeded by the faithfulness 
of those that watched their flocks by night. He car- 
eth for the sheep; for they are his; they are the pur- 
ehase of his blood. 


The common shepherd that undertakes to domesti- 
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eate his wild and timid sheep, is patient to call until 
they become acquainted with his voice. Tho they 
use the utmost of their power to escape him, he is 
earnest and vigilant in pursuing. Their mistaken 
fears, and exertions to elude him, will cost them pain 
and weariness; but will detract nothing from the zeal 
of this shepherd to obtain them. e reader will 
easily perceive, how these remarks apply to Christ 
and the people whom he came to save. The figure 
cannot’but represent the image in living colors. 

In the voice of Christ, the true Shepherd of the 
sheep, we may notice a few particulars. 

1. His voice is the voice of faithfulness. “Moses 
verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, fora 
testimony of those things which were to be spoken 
after.’ But Christ as a Son over his own house, 
whose house we are, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. When 
men are fully persuaded that he who calls them is 
faithful, it affords a powerful incentive to attend te 
his voice. The faithfulness of Jesus is maintained by 
many considerations. He is the Son, and faithful as a 
gon. Mankind are his possession, which idea, in men, 
would excite the principle of faithfulness. It affords 
an encouragement to men to put their trust in him, 
tho, possibly, this consideration may add nothing to the 
faithfulness of our Lord. Faithfulness in an earthly 
shepherd secures the peace and safety of their flock, 
and excites perseverance in bringing home the wan- 
dering sheep. Faithfulness in the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls, is calculated to confirm our confidence 
in him, and give us an assurance that what he has 
promised he will be careful and sure to perform. 

2. His voice is the voice of mercy. This we ma 
very nearly infer from the idea of his faithfulness. 
By the constancy and faithfulness of Jesus, we learn 
that he is merciful. The sinner may suppose him an 
enemy because himself is wicked, but will learn in 
due time that we have a merciful and faithful high 
Priest, who can have compassion on the ignorant and 
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those who are out of the way. It is by a constant 
voice of mercy that the timid flocks learn to trust and 
follow their shepherd. 

3. The voice of Christ is the voice of love. This 
is the grand principle by which he draws his people to 
himself. “The good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep.”? He was devoted to their service here, and 
to crucifixion, in death for their sakes. He is the 
propitiation for their sins—for the sins of the whole 
world. “Greater love,” says Jesus, “hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
But Jesus laid down his life for his enemies. “For 
when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Clirist died for the ungodly. For scarcely fora righte- 
ous man will one die; yet peradventure for a good 
man some would even dare to die. Bat God com- 
mendeth his love toward us in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then be- 
ing now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him. For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much 
more being reconciled we shall be saved by his life.” 

4. The voice of Christ is the voice of truth. This 
is an essential property. Wherever there is a dis- 
trust im the eharacter of a shepherd, his flock cannot 
feel safe in his care. The same is equally true of 
man as he stands in relation to his Redeemer. It is 
through the medium of truth that they are to come to 
the knowledge of him. And it is worthy of netice in 
this place, that our Savior expressed a particular con- 
cern that his people should know the truth. In pray- 
ing for his disciples, he says, “Sanctify them through 
thy truth, thy word is truth.” Again, on another 
occasion, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.’? That policy among men, that hides 
any gospel truth from the people, or attempts to hide 
it, under any specious pretext whatever, we have no 
reason to believe will ever be countenanced by the 
true Shepherd that gave his life for the sheep. He 
never scrupled to inform his disciples of the calami- 
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ties or troubles that would befall them, nor did he 
fear the reproach of the enemy when he prophesied of 
a declension from the faith. ‘Because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”” Experi- 
ence and facts have long since proved this to be true ; 
but it is what many false pretenders to a heavenly 
mission, would hardly be willing to own of their fol- 
lowers; much less voluntarily to predict. 

The concluding part of our subject predicts a most 
happy result, 4nd there shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd. Wireling shepherds are not always to cheat the 
flock of the Savior’s purchase, and leave them to the 
ravages of wolves. Their wanderings upon the 
mountains will cease, and their weariness in the val- 
lies. Kept where God appoints salvation for walls 
and bulwarks, there will be no thief or robber to clime 
up another may, to terrify, rob, or spoil the flock. Now, 
folds are many; but then there shall be one fold. 
Shepherds are now numerous and much divided in 
their doctrines and methods of instruction ; but the 
divisions must be dropped when their offices end and. 
unite, in the office ft the “one Shepherd.” New, 
perhaps, we behold a little flock that hear the voice of 
their Shepherd and follow him. Let us not fear. 
“Other sheep,”’ says Christ, “I have, which are not of 
this fold, them alse I must bring, and they shall hear 
my vue, and there shail be ene fold and one Shep- 

erd.”” 








DISSERTATIONS ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. NO. lI. 

The subject of future punishment is made at this 
day, by many writers in periodical works, a disputa- 
ble question. We donot wonder that it is considered 
a matter of interest to mankind, but much lament that 
any thing should arise in controversies on this sub- 
ject which is calculated to alienate the feelings of a 
brother. Our readers will undoubtedly be willing to 
receive a few dissertations on this subject of future 
punishment, in which we do not invite controversy ; 
but calculate to exhibit our views and arguments upor 
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it. It is hoped those of our brethren in the common 
faith of universal salvation, who are opposed to our 
views, and disposed to pronounce them the relics of 
popery or paganism, will have patience to bear with 
us, in our labors; altho they may find us somewhat 
different from their wishes. We suggest this thought 
because we are sensible that opposing prejudices are 
calculated to feed unfavorable passions ; and because 
_we are sensible from a consciousness of our own fail- 
ings, that we are liable to err. 

It is worthy of notice in this place that the Scrip- 
tures were not written in a systematic form. Many 
things are barely alluded to, as taken for granted, 
because few or no people disbelieved them. Other 
things were often repeated in strong and unambiguous 
terms. Some things are difficult to understand, be- 
cause there is in them an allusion to events or cir- 
cumstances with which we are little, or not at all, 
acquainted. We are, therefore, to understand the 

- scriptures, not by looking for a system, the component 
parts of which are arranged in methodical order, but 
by examining their expressions, allusions, and the 
circumstances and occasions te which they allude and 
of which they treat. 

On the subject of punishment beyond this life, we 
think we may take for granted, that it has been the 
general sentiment of mankind, so far as we can ascer- 
tain, from very remote antiquity. The Jews of the 
present day are said to believe the doctrine ; but think 
this punishment will be extended to an endless dura- 
tion, only to a few, who are the most incorrigible sin- 
ners. It is generally thought the Jewish religion has 
received but very little alteration since the destruc- 
tion of their capital city. ‘The Pharisees of our Savi- 
or’s day who constituted a large and popular sect of | 
that age and nation, were believers of this doctrine.” 
From the common opinion of future punishment among 
the Jews and Samaritans of our Savior’s day, we know 
of no other exception than that of Sadducees, who say 
there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit. Our 
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readers, by this time, may begin to be surprised, and 
ask if these are our arguments to prove future pun- 
ishment. We answer they are not; but still we think 
they have an importance that justly entitles them toa 
place here. If this doctrine be false, we should nat- 
urally expect that Christ would have offered some- 
thing directly against it; or if he had not thought 
proper to have done this, he would have avoided the 
use of expressions, which are calculated by their nat-. 
ural import to support the doctrine. We think it will 
not be cuit that a number of passages, with compa- 
ratively few exceptions, have been understood by, the 
christian world, to refer, and clearly to support, the 
belief of such a period. For instance, let us take the 
expression of our Lerd, For every idle word that men 
shall speak, they give an account thereof inde day of 
judgement. ‘These words are spoken without com- 
ment to a peeple who already believe in a future judge- 
ment and retribution, and were written as the stand- 
ing testimony of our Savior for the benefit of their 
posterity, who would naturally interpret them accord- 
ing to these circumstances. It is a well known fact, 
that every man that means te be understood, calculates 
to adapt his language to the situation of his hearers in 
such a manner as to accommodate himself to their 
customs and usages. People seldom think when a 
man uses their language, that he means something 
very different, unless particularly instructed thatsuch 
is his meaning, or, his known sentiments and mode of 
speaking suggest the idea. But we know not, that 
Jesus ever offered them any plainer language on this 


> 
subject, than has reached our times. ‘To bring this 


matter to ourselves, we think the public will hear us 
testimony, that our brethren who oppose our views on 
this subject, very seldom or never find occasion in 
their writings or sermons to mention such passages of 
scripture without a labored comment to show that 
they do not favor either future punishment, or the 
common doctrine of endless misery. Why is this? 


No doubt, because they suppose the public prejudices 
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are such that those texts cannot safely be adverted to 
without being misunderstoed. Well, if the public 
are liable to be led astray by the natural import of 
such passages now, were they in a better situation in 
the days of Christ? Were they then so much nearer 
the faith of our brethren as to render such comments 
as they offer entirely useless ? 

When according to any system of doctrine many 
passages that are believed to be the inspired word, on 
all occasions whatever, are made of no other use, than 
barely to show that they do not mean what has gener- 
ally been thought they do mean ; it is at least a strong 
symptom of defect in that system. What was written 
aforetime, was written for our learning, and, of course, 
is capable of some other use than barely to receive 
from our labors a negative meaning. 

If these suggestions be Giidwel, (as we think by 
impartial judges they will) it will clearly follow that 
this mode of treating such passages, as speak of suf- 
fering, punishment, fear, &c. has grown naturally 
from their theery. 

The arguments which we have heretofore offered 
respecting the manner in which people would be likely 
to receive our Savior’s meaning on this subject of 
future punishment, are equally applicable to the lan- 
guage of the Apostles. Should it be said that he did 
not then intend to be understood by the people of his 
age, as many things were then hidden from the wise 
and prudent, a relief on this part of the subject, would 
scarcely afford them any assistance on that of the 
Apostles. An attempt to extend this idea to them, 
and to say, they did not mean to be understood by 
their cotemporaries, would afford us ground to retort 
upon our brethren, and to say, itis a matter of doubt, 
whether they understand the subject any better, than 
those who had been deceived before. But we presume 
this ground will not be taken ; because it would make 
the Apostles the instruments of deception, not to the 
world in general only, but to their immediate friends. 
It would rest upon the idea that God poured out his 











Christian Repository. 13 


holy spirit to deceive the world on this important 
subject. 

If we were to state in a history, as the writer of 
the Acts of the Apostles did of Paul, that he rea- 
soned of righteousness, temperance, and judgement to ; 
come, /or future condemnation, as the words may be 
rendered, should we not now be understood to speak 
of future punishment ? And if this doctrine was gen- 
erally believed in the Apostolic age, as undoubtedly 
it was, would they not be likely to understand him in 
the same way? Perhaps the opposing critic has just 
discerned that St. Paul might reason of judgement 
or condemnation te come, and reason against it ; but 
it is hoped he will have the goodness to examine his 
lesson two words back, and consider whether he rea- 
soned against righteousness and temperance! Remem- 
ber, brother, the word and continues the sense. 

We do not propose at this time to introduce many 
passages of seriptures, but reserve most of those we 
calculate to treat and bring forward to substantiate our. 
views of this subject in future numbers. Our princi- 
pal object in the present number is to offer to the 
consideration of our readers the relative connexion 
between the apostles’ preaching and the common sen- 
timents of their age; whether Christ and his apostles 
meant to deceive the people; and whether if their 
language is intelligible on this subject, it is such as 
men would be likely to use, whe meant to deny the 
doctrine of future punishment. Is it such as our 
brethren generally use in their discourses and writ- 
ings? The two passages which we have quoted we 
give aS a specimen of many others. These we shall 
notice in future as we find eccasion. 


From the Christian Philanthropist. 
REASON AND RELIGION. 
Among the singular imaginations which have enter- 
ed the minds of men, is that of exalting one of God's 
gifts, by undervaluing another. Reason and Religion, 
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infinitely the richest blessings which heaven has be- 
stowed, have found some, in every age who have 
attempted to put them at war with each other; and 
who seem to have thought, that to place the former 
very low in the scale of worth, would best evince the 
high veneration in which they held the latter. That 
Reason is the gift of God, will not, we presume, be 
denied. Our faculties, whatever their character, are 
given by Him, “from whom cometh down every good 
and perfect gilt: and whether they are considered 
as calculated to enlighten or mislead, to exalt or de- 
base, they must still be traced to the same supreme 
source, We presume it will also be granted, that 
Reason is, on the whole, a blessing. If net, it belongs 
to those who deny it, to tell us of what use Revela- 
tion would be without Reason: nay, they must tell us, 
how it could be known that that which pretended to 
be a Revelation, was really so; how indeed 1 could 
be proved that such a being as God existed. These 
are things, which we have been accustomed to regard 
as quite impertant to be known, before we begin to 
talk abeut Religion. For Religion, or rather the re- 
cord which contains it, is something addressed to man 
as a rational, accountable being, and before any one 
sits down to examine this record, in order to be guid- 
ed by its instructions, he must satisfy himself that it 
is, what it pretends to be, the true word of God. If 
he neglect to do this, upon what ground does he em- 
brace one religion in preference to another? Why is 
he a Christian, rather thana Jew or a Pagan? Why 
dees he not read the Koran, instead of the Bible? 
And why, when he has embraced Christianity, does 
he attach himself to some one of its numerous systems 
of belief, and consider all the rest as erroneous? Hew, 
we ask, putting the use and autherity of Reason aside, 
are these things done? It cannot be answered that 
that religion or doctrine is preferred, which has a 
preponderance of evidence in its favor ; for this would 
be to consult Reason, and to consult it largely too; 
nay, it would be, to allow :¢ to sit in judgement upon 
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Revelation, and determine which, of all the systems 
which assume this high character, does in truth possess 
it, and is best entitled to unreserved confidence. 
Thus it is evident, and we shall do well always to 
bear it in mind, that Reason is, and must be our 
guide; and so soon as we cease to consult and obey 
its dictates, we cease to be moral, religious, accoun- 
table beings. 

The provinces of Reason and Revelation are thus 
defined by Mr. Locke: “Reason is natural Revelation, 
whereby the eternal Father of light, and fountain of 
all knowledge, communicates to mankind that portion 
of truth which he has laid within the reach of their natu- 
ral faculties: Revelation is natural Reason,enlarged by 
a new set of discoveries communicated by God imme- 
diately, which Reason vouches the truth of, by the testi- 
mony and proofs it gives that they come trom God. So 
thathe that takes away Reason to make way for Revela- 
tion, puts out the light of truth, and does much the 
same, as if he would persuade a man to put out his 
eyes, the better to receive the remote light of an in- 
visible star by a telescope.”—Thus did one of the 
greatest philosophers that the world has seen, regard 
this distinguished gift; and thus should we all re- 
gard it. Reason is always abused, when its posses- 
sors forget that it came from the same Being who has 
given them a Revelation ; and that consequently these 
two instructers and guides cannot, in any fair way, 
be made to oppose each other. It is always abused, 
and its Auther insulted, when it is represented as 
being, in its natural state, an unsafe and dangerous 
conductor; and when the fears and suspicions of men 
are awakened, and they are led to think, that what 
appears to their unbiassed judgement to be right, must 
for that very reason be wrong. Strange, ‘that this 
faculty which allies us to the Father of our spirits, 
should be so ungratefully received, and so inconsist- 
ently treated: idolized when it serves our purpose, 
and trampled upon the moment it operates against us. 
Ytrange, that men should attempt to reason us out of 
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our reason ; and with the Bible in their hands, thmk 
to convince us, that religion is a very unreasonable 
thing. But singular as this conduct is, its cause is 
obvious. Men have thought that to undervalue and 
decry their natural powers, was to be humble. But 
no mistake can be greater or more dangerous. It is 
not humility to lay owr imperfections and follies at 
the door of another. It is not humility to make poor 
Adam or g@ny body else take the blame of our faults. 
True humility consists in sorrowing for something 
which we have done ourselves, and endeavoring to do 
better; not in finding fault with that nature which 
God has given us, and tracing all our sins to some 
other cause than our own bad passions, the evil pro- 
pensities which we ourselves have created. ‘Thus, 
says tie excellent Jeremy Taylor, “men are taught to 
say that every man sins in every action he does ; and 
this is one of the doctrines for the believing of which 
he shall be accounted a good man; and upon this 
ground itis easy for men to allow themselves some 
sins, when in all cases and in every action it is una- 
voidable.”? Let us not be led away from the simpli- 
city of “the truth as it is in Jesus,”’ by such absurdi- 
ties as these. Weare surrounded by temptations, 
but none of them are greater than we can resist, be- 
cause to him that asketh for strength, it will always 
be given. Let us then use to the best of our power 
all the means of improvement put within our reach, 
whether by Reason or Revelation, assured that we 
may safely measure our obligation and duty by onr 
knowledge and capacity. 


— — 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 
DOCTRINE OF TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 


Or two strange facts in the history of the human 
mind, we know not at whieh to wonder the most ; whe- 


ther at the intolerably absurd opinions which have been 
extensively embraced, or the real ingenuity which has 
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been perverted to defend them. On the one hand, we 
see the most stupid weakness; and on the other, an 
extraordinary power employed in supporting that ve- 
ry weakness and stupidity. Ifwe were required to 
a some remarkable instance of human folly, we 

ould name some prevalent dogma of a corrupt reli- 
gion; and if we were desired to bring forward a cor- 
responding instance ef mental acuteness, we should 
point te the skill, which had labored to prove that 
self-same folly to be Heavenly wisdom. Men give 
up their common sense, and then set out to persuade 
themselves, and convince others, that it is the most 
sensible thing which they could possibly do. 

Take, for example, the doctrines of original sin, 
and total depravity. What extravagant systems have 
been constructed on these points; and what subtle 
disquisitions, and immense volumes, have been piled 
up, like walls, to fortify and guard them. How sore- 
ly the wise have been puzzled in attempting to dis- 
cover why and how guilt and misery came into the 
world, without stopping once to consider that their 
introduction might be necessary to the perfection of 
a wise and general system; and how earnestly they 
have toiled to make it out that human nature was 
altogether vile, notwithstanding the good affections, 
dispositions, and actions, with which the world is 
full. 

The true and simple, as well as the mest natural 
and obvious account of original sin, we take to be this. 
Human nature is, and for the wisest purposes was in- 
tended to be, an imperfect nature. Now imperfection 
implies a necessary liability to sin; it supposes weak- 
ness and error, and a departure from the line of abso- 
lute rectitude. We must have been either imperfect 
or 20g be and it is pretty evident that we were not 
intended to be either angels or gods. We assert that 
an infant is pure and imnocent, not becduse we be- 
heve its nature to be sinless, not because we believe it 
to be created without propensities to evil, but simply 


because these propensities have not yet been brought 
Q* 
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into action by the thousand occasions of the world, 
and consequently the child has not actually sinned. 
His nature remains the same; itis human nature, 
and imperfect nature, and the nature with which God 
chose to endow him, and the nature which must 
lead him, ifhe lives long enough, to transgress, in a 
greater or less degree, the divine law. Seit is in the 
case of our first parents. They were at first, indeed, 
upright and spotless, as an infant is, and in no other 
way. But on account of their imperfect nature they 
yielded to a temptation, and transgressed a command 
of their Maker. Itis not so easy to tell, from the 
allegorical language of Scripture, what this transgres- 
sion was; but whatever it might be, it was their first 
in, or in a more technical lg their fall. We 
their descendants, sin, not because their particular 
sin is entailed upon us, but because we are created 
with the same nature that they were, and therefore 
— help sinning. What diificulty is there in all 
this 

If the old question be asked, why did not the Al- 
mighty create us perfect? it is sufficient for us to an- 
gwer, that we are not of His counsel; and we trust 
that He knows, the we do not. We believe his 
wisdom to be infinite, and are altogether centent that 
he should guide and govern the world as he sees 
most fit. 

As to the doctrine of total depravity, we hardly 
know in what words te express our sentiments con- 
cerning it. On two or three passages of Scripture, 
which have been so misinterpreted as to contradict 
its most obvious and explicit declarations, has been 
founded the wild and revolting doctrine, that human 
nature is eptirely corrupt ; and that every human be- 
ing, until affected by a supernatural and mystical 
agency, is wholly incapable of any good, and is just- 
ly subject to the wrath of God, and the torments of 
hell, forever and ever. This is exactly the Calvinis- 
tic belief, and by no means so strongly expressed as 
by some of its ewn advocates. And what a belief it 
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is! And what will men not believe, and what will 
they not defend, when they can receive and support 
such a dogma as this. 

‘That human nature is sinful, no one who is ac- 
quainted with human nature will deny. That there 
is transgression, and folly, and wickedness, and out- 
rage, in the world, and in abundance too, no one who 
lives in the world, and marks its ways, can for a mo- 
ment doubt. That there are crowds of evil desires 
and imaginations in the heart of man, no one who has 
lifted the veil from a brother’s heart, or from his own, 
will think of questioning. But this is not total de- 
pravity ; and the man who can look forth into socie- 
ty, and see virtue mitigating the influences of vice, 
justice repairing the injuries of violence, pity hanging 
en the footsteps of revenge, charity extending pro- 
tection and aid to the desolate and oppressed ; see, 
in short, the thousand good offices which are passing 
from hand to hand, and the thousand manifestations 
of good feeling which are flowing perpetually from 
breast to breast ; and then with a grave face declare: 
that “our nature is utterly vile, and that, with the 
exception of a few who have the presumptuous su- 
perstition to imagine themselves the elect of God, 
every human being is wholly depraved and lost, the 
man who can do this, we say, must either be deficient 
in natural understanding, or he must have had that 
understanding wofully perverted by education and 
— 

t is of no manner of use to tell us of the learned 
and ingenious books which have been written to de- 
monstrate this doctrine, nor of the able and pious 
men who have thought proper to write them. We 
know perfectly well, that a plain man, unacquainted 
with metaphysical discussion, might be so bewildered 
by the reasonings of an author like Edwards, as te 
doubt whether he trod upon the earth, or was shone 
upon by the sun. But let us be informed in fair, 
honest werds, what is meant by this phrase, total 
depravity, 60 that we may decide, and others may. 
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decide, whether we are to adopt, or te reject and de- 
nounceit. If it means that there exists no human 
being who is without sin, and who does not frequent- 
ly transgress the commandments of the Almighty; if 
it means that vice and atrocity may be met with in 
every corner of the earth, and that not a day goes by 
without a long account of disorders, follies and 
erimes ; why tien we are orthodex on this point our- 
selves, and have nothing further to say. But if it 
means, according te the plain signification of the 
words, that there is no good whatever in “unregene- 
rate” man, but that all his actions, ali his affections, 
and all his thoughts, are thoroughly cerrupt and evil ; 
we have not the least hesitation in saying, that it 
stands for one of the most idle and perverse ima- 
ginations, which ever occupied the mind of man; 
and that fact, and observation, and experience, and 
feeling, and Heaven, and earth, cry out against it, and 
proclaim it false. 

That such is the true meaning of the orthodox doc- 
trine of total depravity, is incontrovertibly evident 
from the writings of those, who have hitherto been 
considered as standard authors on the subject. And 
where are we to ebtain the true meaning of a doc- 
trine, if net from those who breached, and who defend 
it? What can be plainer than the following passage 
from Edwards, which is only one out of five hundred 
to the same purpose? “So long as men are in their 
natural state, they not only have no good thing, but it 
is impossible they should have, or do, any good thing.” 
Now, that is the genuine Calvinistic doctrine; and if 
Edwards had been inconceivably more acute than he 
was, and had filled the world with his books, and had 
ranked on his side all the Assemblies that were ever 
called, all the Catechisms that were ever made, and 
ali the Divines that ever lived, we would have spurned 
such a doctrine, as we spurn it now, for it is against 
reason, against nature, and against fact. All the ar- 

ments and authorities that could be named can be 
of no avail, se long as human nature, and the world, 
remain as they are. 
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Human nature, as we have said before, is an imper- 
ect nature. And that is the plain and direct answer 
to all that may be written or said in favor of total 
depravity. If itis evident that we are not angels, it is 
equally evident that we are not fiends. We are en- 
dowed with capacities for good, and presented with 
means and opportunities of exercising and improving 
them, on the one hand ; and we are incited by passions 
and surrounded with temptations, on the other. Ac- 
cording te these differing magiples and circumstan- 
ces, our characters are moulded. The influence of 
beth, on the lives ef men, and the moral state of the 
world, is as manifest as the divided sway of light and 
darkness. It should be the endeavor of every one to 
cultivate and exercise his good dispositions, and sub- 
due and eradicate those which are evil, with all possi- 
ble diligence and care, for itis the great work of 
existence. The Gospel was revealed to direct and 
assist us in this work, by its motives and laws. In- 
deed, we can discern no other object in revelation ; 
and on the supposition that all men are totally de- 
praved, whatever may be their efforts, till a super- 
natural conversion, after which event they are per- 
fectly holy, without a possibility of falling; on such 
a supposition as that, we say, we should have to study 
long, before we found out for what purpose a revela- 
tion could have been made. What a perverse folly 
it is, to maintain the doctrine of total depravity, or of 
absolute holiness, under any circumstances of human 
life, while it may be so expressly contradicted by any 
human heart, no matter in what breast, norin what 
ba of the earth, it is beating. 

t is not our intention to enter into a detailed dis- 
cussion of this doctrine. We have merely stated its 
broad opposition to all that we see, hear, feel, and 
know, of the nature of man; at the same time propos- 
ing the simple fact of the imperfection of that nature, 
as the true key to the whole subject. Our thoughts 
were suggested by the perusal of 2 Postscript to the 
Second Series of Letters, addressed to Trinitarians 
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and Calvinists, in Reply to the Remarks of Dr.Woods 
‘on those Letters. By Henny Wang, D. D. 

This Postscript, of forty-eight pages, is all that Dr. 
Ware has thought necessary to advance in answer to 
the last work of Dr. Woods. We consider the con- 
troversy as now fairly brought to a close. If the 
orthodox are satisfied with the management of their 
side of the question, we are entirely so with the man- 
ner in which our own has been conducted. The doc- 
trines of Depravity, Election, and Atonement, have 
been discussed with aBility and care on both sides ; 
and we are willing to abide by the result on the minds 
of those who will candidly study what has been 
written. 

Dr. Ware’s Postscript is marked by the same cha- 
racteristics which distinguish his two preceding pieces. 
it is temperate, perspicuous, forcible, and to the point. 
A considerable portion of it is taken up in replying to 
a charge of misrepresenting the views of the orthodox, 
on the subject of man’s depravity. This is done by 
making quotations of the most explicit character, from 
standard orthodex writers, both of past and present 
times. Calvin, the Westminster divines, Gill, Presi- 
dent Edwards, Thomas Scott, President Dwight, Ful- 
ler, Henry Martyn, and lastly, Dr. Woods himself, 
and the indever Creed, are proved to have employed 
the identical words and phraseology, against which Dr. 
Woods is pleased to take such complaming exception. 
We cannot deny ourselves one extract from this part 
of the Pestscript, relating to the language of the An- 
dover Creed, which every instructer at the Andover 
Institution is obliged to subscribe, every five years. 
Dr. Woods had been offended by the use of the word 
incapable, as applied to man’s power of doing good. 
After making seme quotations from his antagonist’s 
ewn writings, in which the incapacity of unregenerate 
man to think or do any good thing is clearly inferred, 
Dr. Ware proceeds : 


“But besides this, there is an Instrument, which Dr. Woods 
has occasion to subscribe once in five years. As it was drawn 
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up within a few years for a very important purpose, and by men 
who cannet be suspected of willingly investing orthodoxy with 
false colors, in order to render it odious, they may be suppos- 
ed to have used great deliberation, and care, and accuracy, im 
the statement ofits doctrines. As Dr, Woods has twice at least, 
if not three times, declared it to express his faith by solemnly 
setting his name te it, we may reasonably consider it as express- 
ing what he sincerely believes; as much so, as any thing that 
he has himself published 

“In that Instrument are contained the following passages : 

** *By nature every man is personally depraved, destitute of 
holiness, unlike and opposed to God, and, previously to the 
renewing agency of the divine spirit, all his moral actions are 
adverse to the character and glory of God; being mprally in- 
capable of recovering the image of his Cregtor, which was lost 
in Adam, every man is justly exposed to eternal damnation ; 
so that except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God ..... God of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, 
elected some to everlasting life. ...mno means whatever can 
change the heart of a sinner, and make it holy... ... regenera- 
tion and sancitfication are effects of the creatmmg and renewing 
agency of the holy spirzt.’ 

“You will think it not alittle singular that Dr. Woods should 
have so far forgotten himself, as to charge me so indignantly 
with misrepresenting the orthodox faith ; when the very term, 
which he has marked, as ene of the most offensive, is applied 
in precisely the same manner in the creed, which he has him- 
self subscribed.” 


In the course of this controversy, a small anony- 
mous pamphlet was published at Stockbridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, entitled, Remarks. on the Calvinistic. Doc- 
trine of Depravity, with particular reference to Dr. 
Woods’ late Defence of that Doctrine, in his.answer to 
Dr. Ware’s Letters. By a Unitarian of Berkshire. 
It is not probable that many of our readers have met 
with this tract; and as it contains some thoughts, 
which, if they are not original, are expressed ina 
striking and original manner, we conceive it to be 
worthy of a particular notice, and think that a few 
extracts will be read with interest. The writer 
pays no attention to arrangement, and very little to 
style, but his remarks give preef of a vigorous and 
independent mind. 
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The following observations on the Calvinistic sub- 
tlety, which would make a distinction between man 
as a member of society, and as a subject of God’s 
moral government, are very much to the purpose. 


“Dr. Woods observes, in the beginning of his work, that 
‘this controversy does not respect man as a member of domes- 
tic or civil society, but as a member of God’s moral govern- 
ment.’ As Calvinists understand the moral government of God, 
it does not require, as its chief aim, the consecration of our 
powers to the service of our fellow creatures, by the practice 
ef benevolence, justice, mercy, and truth; in other words, the 
moral goverament of God does not respect man as a member of 
domestic or civil society. An enemy would turn this declara- 
tion of Dr. Woods to immense acceunt. He would take it in 


connection with the well known doctrines of Calvinists, and 
show, that upon their principles, religion has nothing to do with 
Virtue, as that word is commonly understood, but terminates in 


the love of sermons, sabbaths, and prayers. For ourselves we 
shall only observe, that in order to prove the doctrine of de- 
pravity, Calvinists have always adduced those actions which 


respect man asa member of civil and domestic society, such as 


malice, envy, fraud, and falsehood. And now they are to be 
set out of the question, it being found that the greater part of 


men really obey the laws of this world! Really, we know not 


what we have to refute, nor how we can qualify ourselves for 
a better werld, but by faithfully and conscientiously discharg- 
ing the duties of the present.” 


It is curious, that in arguing the total depravity of 
man, from the vices ef his character, and the bad pas- 
sions of his nature, the Calvinists do not themselves 
perceive the palpable fallacy of such a mode of rea- 
soning. One would think that nothing but attachment 
to a system could so blind them, that they should not 
see that precisely the same course might be adopted, 
on the other side, to prove from the good inclinations 
and virtuous actions of men, their absolute perfection. 
If a certain number of vices prove the one, a certain 
number of virtues, by parity of reasoning, prove the 
other. Itis unfair to keep looking exclusively on 
the bad qualities of human nature, without once turn- 
ing an eye te its geod enes; and it is the sheerest 
sophistry to assert that sin and holiness are connect- 
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ed with different classes of relations, and that the 
latter does not signify an obedience to the same laws, 
of which the former is the transgression. On this 
point we would introduce a pertinent extract from 
the pamphlet before us. 


“This is the practice of Dr. Woods. ‘Every child of Adam,’ 
enys he, ‘has sinned ;* and he requires no further evidence of 
the depravity and corruption of the human species. His very 
wext words, in addition to those we have just quoted, are, 
‘moral depravity is as universal as reason, or memory, or social 
affection, or pity, or any of the bodily appetites.’ If these are 
his premises, we admit them. We ‘admit, that sin, taken fora 
single act of trarsgression, is absolutely universal, and is there- 
fore of the very nature of man. We affirm, also, that virtue, 


taken for a single act of obedience, is equally universal. But 
something more is necessary to constitute either the rectitude, 
or depravity, of individuals, er of mankind. This is a plain 


matter, and need not be urged. Let Dr. Woods tell us what it 


is that is as universal as memory or reason. Let him tell us 
whether it be single acts, or habitual and exclusive practices. 
We shall then be able to decide whether it can be called depra- 


vity,—that depravity whieh subjects us to the wrath and curse 
of God, and-to all punishments in this world, and in the world - 
tocome. Let him tell us, moreover, whether it be single acts, 
or habits of injustice, malice, cruelty, fraud, and falsehood, 
that constitute his idea of depravity It was these things, and 
things hke these, that used to be urged by Calvinists against 


their opponents; but they now seem to be shifting the ques- 
tion.” 

‘Fhe bare truth, ed from all metaphysical 
clothing, is this ; that the Calvinists, overlooking every 
existing sign of virtue and happiness, assume as a 
fact, that there is nought but sim and misery in the 
unregenerate world, and then draw the sapient con- 
clusion, that man is, by nature, totally depraved. 
And, as a defence of this strange position, they have 
adopted a supposed complete distinction between the 
nature, and the moral character, of man ; as if the latter 
could be determined without the least reference to 
the former. Dr. Woods, in page 50 of his “Reply,” 
in speaking of various senses in which the word nat- 


ural is used, says, “dt is natural for serpents to bites 
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it is the nature of birds to fly ; of lions, to be carnive- 
rous; of fishes, to swim.” He asks afterward, in 
page 53, “may it not be with our moral nature in this 
respect, as it is with the peculiar properties of an ea- 
gle, a serpent, or a lion, which have always been con- 
sidered as existing radically in the original constitu- 
tion of the animal, tho they begin to show them- 
selves a considerable time after ?” This example 
our anonymous writer turns to good account. 


‘*‘Human beings have anatural, before they have a moral 
character. A moral character is a character formed by design- 
ed and voluntary obedience or disobedience to a law,—toa 
law of which the good or evil, that constitute its reward or 
punishment, are subsequent to the act of obedience or trans- 
gression. Now, obedience or disobedience to such a law, will 
depend essentially upon the natural disposition of the subject 
before the law was made known. Dr. Woods declares that it 
is as natural for man to sin, as for serpents to bite, for birds to 
fiy,for fishes to swim, or for lions to be carniverous. 

‘Let us then suppose that serpents, birds, fishes, and lions, 
become moral agents, by receiving the gift of reason, their 
natures in other respects remaining precisely the same. Ha- 
ving thus become moral agents, suppose them to receive a law 
to the following effect ; 

**Birds shall not fly, fishes shall not swim, and lions shall not 
eat flesh, upon pain of eternal misery. Fishes shall, moreover, 
live in the air, and birds in the water; and if either of them in- 
dulge an inclination to return to their natura] element, they 
shall be subjected to the eternal wrath and curse of him whe 
gave them this law.’ We shall say nothing of the utter eruelty 
of such commands. That consideration belongs to another 
part of our argument. When those animals have received the 
gift of reason, and along with,reason, the laws above mentioned, 
they are totally depraved by nature. They have natural and 
invincible propensities, that must never im any case be indul- 
ged; which is not the case with any natural propensities of 
man; vet, this original, absolute, constant, and universal re- 
pugnance, betwéen inclination and law, can alone constitute 
the natural depravity of any being whatever. 

‘Now, those animals, in their two different states, will repre- 
sent children and men. They will represent children, before 
they have received the use of reason, and men, after they have 
the use of that faculty, together with the supposed commands. 
Their first is a natural, their second is a moral character. And 
these two characters, according te Dr. Woods, have no relation 
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to each other! An animal is required to abstain from eating 
flesh. [tis of no consequence whether it had previously the 
inclination of alion or of alamb! Another animal is commanded 
to live in the water. Itis of no consequence whether it had 
previously the inclination of a bird, or of a fish ! | 

“But the previous natural character is the chief element of 
which the subsequent mora] character is composed. What else 
ean make natural depravity, but the previous existence of a 
strong, constant and exclusive inclination, in direct opposition 
to a subsequent law? What could make the natural depravity 
ef man, but an exclusive inclination to malice, cruelty, false- 
hood, and fraud, before the indulgence of such propensities was 
checked or forbidden by God ?” 


We have extended this article beyond its original! 
designed limits, but hope that it has not outlasted the 
patience of our readers. We have not even touched 
on several points, connected with this subject, and in- 
volved in the late controversy. Our remarks have 
been confined to the statement of a few principles 
and considerations, which we should have supposed 
were universally admitted, if we had not known that 
the doctrines of Calvinism expressly contradicted 
them. The time has not yet come when men shall 
think it no recommendation of religion, that it is ab- 
struse, cloudy, and mystical, and no objection to it, 
that it coincides with the lessons of experience, and 
the dictates of common sense. 


-._- ——- 


THE DISCONTENTED PENDULUM. 
From the Youth’s Magazine, an English publication, 


An old clock that had stood for fifty years in a far- 
mer’s kitchen, without giving its owner any cause of 
complaint, early one summer’s morning, before the 
family was stirring, suddenly stopped. 

Upon this, the dial-plate (if we may eredit the 
fable) changed countenance with alarm ; the hands 
made a vain effort to continue their course ; the wheels 
remained motionless with surprise ; the weights hung 
speechless ; each member felt disposed to lay the 
blame on the others. At length the dial instituted a 
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formal inquiry as to the cause of the stagnation, when 
hands, wheels, weights, with one voice, protested 
their innocence. But now a faint tick was heard be- 
low from the pendulum, who thus spoke ; 

“I confess myself to be the sole cause of the pre- 
sent stoppage; and I am willing, for the general sat- 
isfaction, to assign my reasons. The truth is, that I 
am tired of ticking.” Wpon hearing this, the old 
clock became so enraged that it was on the very point 
ef striking. 

“Lazy wire !”? exclaimed the dial-plate, holding up 
its hands. “Very good!” replied the pendulum, “it 
is vastly easy for you, Mistress Dial, whe have al- 
ways, as every body knows, set yourself up above 
me,—it is vastly easy for you, I say, to accuse other 
people of laziness! You, who have had nothing to 
do all the days of your life but to stare ponte in the 
face, and to amuse yourself with watching all that 
goes on in the kitchen! Think, I beseech you, how 
you would like to be shut up for life in this dark 
closet, and to wag backwards and forwards year after 
year, as I do.” “As to that,” said the dial, “is there 
not a window in your house, on purpose for you to 
look through ?” 

“For all that,” resumed the pendulum, “it is very 
dark here; and, altho there is a window, I dare 
not stop, even for an instant, to look out at it. Be- 
sides, 1 am really tired ot my way of life ; and, if you 
wish, I’ll tell you how IL this disgust at my em- 

loyment. [happened this morning to be calculating 
how many times I should have to tick in the course of 
only the next twenty-four hours; perhaps some of you 
above there can give me the exact sum.” 

The minute-hand, being quick at figures, presently 
replied, “Eighty-six thousand four hundred times.” 

“Exactly so,” replied the pendulum; “well, I ap- 
peal to you all, if the very thought of this was not 
enough to fatigue one; and when I began to multiply 
the strokes of one day by those of months and years, 
really it is no wonder if I felt discouraged at the 
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prospect; so, after a great deal of reasoning and 
hesitation, thinks I to myself, [’ll stop.” 

The dial could scarcely keep its countenance du- 
= a harangue ; but resuming its gravity, thus re- 

ied ; 

. “Dear Mr. Pendulum, I am really astonished that 
such a useful, industrious person as yourself, should 
have been overcome by this sudden action. It is true 
you have done a great deal of work in your time; so 
have we all, and are likely todo; which, altho it 
may fatigue us to think of, the question is, whether it 
will fatigue us to do. Would you now do me the fa- 
vor to give about a half a dozen strokes, to illustrate 
my argument ” 

The pendulum complied, and ticked six times at its 
usual pace. “Now,” resumed the dial, “may I be al- 
lowed to inquire, if that exertion was at all fatiguing 
or disagreeable to your” 

“Not in the least,” replies the pendulum, “it is not 
of six strokes that I complain, nor of sixty, but of 
millions.”? , 

“Very good,” replied the dial; “but recollect that 
tho you may think of a million strokes in an instant, 
you are required to execute but one; and that, how- 
ever often you may hereafter have to swing, a mo- 
ment will always be given you to swing in.” 

“That consideration staggers me, I confess,” said 
the pendulum. “Then I hope,” resumed the dial- 
plate, “we shall all immediately return to our duty ; 
for the maids will lie in bed till noon, if we stand 
idling thus.” 

Upon this, the weights, who had never been accu- 
sed of light conduet, used all their influence in ur- 
ging him to proceed ; when, as with one consent, the 
wheels began to turn, the hands began to move, the 
Her R eyes began to swing, and, to its credit, ticked as 

oud as ever; whilea red beam of the rising sun that 

streamed through a hole in the kitchen, shining full 

upon the dial-plate, it brightened up as if nothing had 
been the matter. 
3% 
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When the farmer came dewn to breakfast that 
morning, upon looking at the clock, he declared that 
his watch had gained half an hour in the night. 

MORAL. 

A celebrated modern writer says, “Take care of 
the minutes, and the hours will take care of them- 
selves.”? . This is an admirable remark, and might be 
very seasonably recollected when we begin to be 
‘weary in well doing,” from the thought of having 
much todo. The present moment is all we have to 
do with, in any sense; the past is irrecoverable; the 
future is uncertain; nor is it fair to burden one mo- 
ment with the weight of the next. Sufficient unto the 
moment is the trouble thereof. If we had to walk a 
hundred miles, we should still have to set but one 
step at a time, and this process continued would in- 
fallibly bring us to our journey’s erid. Fatigue gen- 
erally begins, and is always increased, by culculating 
im a minute the exertion of hours. : 

Thus, in looking forward to future life, let us re- 
collect that we have not to sustain all its toil, to en- 
dure all its sufferings, er encounter all its crosses, at 
once. One moment comes laden with its own little 
burdens, then flies, and is succeeded by another no 
heavier than the last; if one could be borne, so cahk 
another and another. 

Even looking forward to a single day, the spirit 
may sometimes faint from an anticipation of the du- 
ties, the labors, the trials to temper and patience, 
that may be expected. Now this is unjustly laying 
the burden of many thousand moments upon one. 
Let any one resolve always to do right now, leaving 
then to do as it can ; and if he were to live to the age 
of Methuselah, he would never do wrong. But the 
common error is to resolve to act right after break- 
fast, or after dinner, or to-morrow morning, or next 
time ; but now,just now, this once, we must go on 
the same as ever. 

It is easy, for instance, for the most ill-tempered 
person to resolye that the next time he is provoked, he 
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will not let his temper overcome him ; but the victory 
would be to subdue temper on the present provoca- 
tion. If, without taking up the burden of the future, 
we would always make the single effort at the present 
moment, while there would, at any one time, be et | 
little to do, yet, by this simple process continued, 
every thing would at last be done. 

It seems easier to do rizht to-morrow than to-day, 
merely because we forget that when to-morrow comes, 
then will be now. Thus life passes with many, in 
rpg for the future, which the present never 

ulfils. 

It is not thus with those, who, “by patient continu- 
ance in well-deing, seek for glory, honor, and im- 
mortality.” Day by day, minute by minute, they ex- 
ecute the appointed task, to which the requisite meas- 
ure of time and strength is proportioned ; and thus, 
having worked while it was called day, they at 
length rest from their labors, and their “works fol- 
low them.” 

Let us then, “whatever our hands find to do, do it’ 
with all our might, recollecting that “now is the proper 
and aceepted time.” 


a 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 
ATHANASIAN CREED. 

A coRRESPONDENT has intimated to us, that some 
account of the Athanasian Creed would be acceptable 
to many of our readers. He says, that tho it is 
often referréd to in our work, there are numbers who 
have never seen such a creed, and who know nothing 
of its contents. We thank him for his suggestion, 
and will readily give the information fesired, We 
have been so long familiar with this extraordimar 
production ourselves, that we had not adverted to 
the circumstance of its rejection from the prayer- 
book of the American Episcopal Church, and of its 
being consequently almost unknown in our country, 
excepting to professed students. There is not per- 
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haps a single protestant place of worship, in the 
United States, in which the Athanasian Creed is 
read or received. And for this we have reason to be 
thankful. 

We will commence our account of this confession 
of faith, with a few notices of itsh story. In the first 
place, it is pretty evident that it was not composed by 
the bishop, whose name it bears. The principal rea- 
sens on which the learned found this conclusion are 
these. It is not contained, nor even alluded to, in any 
of the genuine werks of Athanasius. Itis not men- 
tioned by any of the writers who immediately suc- 
ceeded him. It was not appealed to in the controver- 
sies between the Eastern and Western Churches, in 
the seventh and ninth centuries. It was not cited 
till about the year 800, nor received into the church 
till about the year 1000, altho Athanasius died as 
early as the year 373. The Jearned Fabricius is of 
opinion that it was composed in Latin, long after the 
fifth century, and subsequently translated into 
Greek. It is probable therefore that it was not in 
existence till some centuries after the death of Atha- 
nasius; and that it received his name, on account of 
his having been, throughout his life, the staunch cham- 
pion of the doctrine of the trinity. 

The Athanasian Creed is either authorized or allow- 
ed by the Greek Church, the Roman Catholic Church, 
and the Established Church of England ; that is, by a 
great majority of the Christian world. It is appoin- 
ted to be “sung or said,” in the English Church, 
thirteen times’ a year, at-morning prayer, instead. of 
the Apestles’ Creed. 

The Episcopal Church of America, at a Convention 
from seven of the States, held in Philadelphia, in the 
year 1785, had the wisdom to exclude this confession 
from their prayer-book ; and notwithstanding the ea- 
hortation of the archbishops of Canterbury and Yerk, 
to receive it again into the service, they persisted in 
its exclusion. 7 

We will now copy, entire, this celebrated creed 














Christian Repository. 38 


from the English Book of Common Prayer; without 
entertaining the least fear that any of our readers will 
be converted by it. 


THE CREED OF 8ST. ATHANASIUS. 


Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that 
he hold the Catholic Faith. Which Faith, except every one 
do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish ever- 
lastingly. 

And the Catholic Faith is this ; that we worship one God ta 
Trinity, and Trinity in unity ; neither confounding the Per- 
sons, nor dividing the substance. For there is one person of 
the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Hol 
Ghost, is all one; the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal. 
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the 
Holy Ghost uncreate. The Father incomprehensible, the Som 
incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The 
Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost eternal ; 
and yet there are not three eternals, but one eternal. As also 
there are not three incomoprchensibles, nor three uncreated ; 
but one uncreated, aud one incomprehensible. So likewise the 
Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghost 
Almighty; and yet there are not three Almighties, but ome 
Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Ghost is 
God, and yetthere are not three Gods, but one God. So 
likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost 
Lord ; and yet not three Lords, but one Lord. 

For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to ac- 
knowledge every person by himself to be God and Lord ; s0 
are we forbidden by the Catholic Religion to say, There be three 
Gods or three Lords. 

The Father is made of none; neither created nor begotten. 
The Son is of the Father alone; not made nor created, but 
begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and of the Son ; nei- 
ther made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. So there 
is one Father, not three Fathers: one Son, not three Sons ; 
one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. 

And in this Trimity none is afore, or after other; none ts 
greater or less than another; but the whole three Persons are 
co-eternal together, and co-equal: So that in all things, as ts 
aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, is to 
be worshipped. 

He therefore that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity. 

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation, that he 
also believe rightly the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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For the right faith is, that we believe and confess that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man. God of the sub- 
stance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and man of 
the substance of his mother, born in the world. Perfect God 
and perfect man ; of a reasonable soul, and human flesh sub- 
sisting. Equal to the Father as touching his Godhead ; and 
inferior to the Father, as touching his manhood. Who altho he 
be God, and man, yet he is not two, but one Christ; one, not 
by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the 
manhood into God; one altogether ; not by confusion of sub- 
stance, but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and 
ficsh is one man, so God and man is one Christ. 

Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose a- 
gain the third day from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 
he sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty ; from 
whence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. At 
whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies; and 
shall give account for their own works. And they that have 


done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have 
done evil into everlasting fire. 


This is the Catholic Faith; which except aman believe 
faithfully, he cannot be saved. 

There ! that is the Athanasian Creed ;—a long, an- 
tithetical, damnatory chapter of contradictions and 
absurdities, laid down as an infallible exposition of 
the Gospel of peace, pardon, and love. 

It has been remarked of it, that, in its primary prin- 
ciples, it consisted of two parts, of doctrines, and of 
curses ; the former of which are not intelligible, and 
the latter were. “if it were the reverse,” says Dr. 
Jortin, “it would have been more for the credit of the 
writer.’ For our own parts, we read these same 
curses with the excited, and not unpleasant emetions, 
with which we should read a high flight of imaginative 
poetry. Not that we invariably peruse them with 
this feeling; for we are filled with sorrow and indig- 
nation, when we revert to those dark times, in which 
an ecclesiastical curse was no matter of poetry, but a 
very serious thing; and we thank God, that altho we 
are not even now in the full light, yet the palpable 
darkness of those ages has past away. When unoc- 
cupied by such reflections, however, we cannot help 
being amused with the high-handed and daring eonfi- 
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dence of what are called the “damnatory clauses” of 
this composition. Letus just leok back to the second 
clause. “Which Faith,” that is, the string of mysti- 
cisms which follows, “except every one do ae whole, 
and undefiled,””»—what will be the consequence? Why, 
“wiTHouT pousrT he shall perish everlastingly.”” We 
call that, the sublime of theological im pudence. 

“If it. were considered concerning Athanasius’ 
creed,” says Jeremy Taylor, in his ‘Liberty of Prophe- 
sying,’ “how many people understand it not, how 
contrary to natural reason it seems, how little the 
Scripture says of those curiosities of explication, and 
how tradition was not clear for the article itself, much 
less for those forms and minutes, it had not been amiss 
if the final judgement had been left to Jesus Christ; 
and indeed to me it seems very hard to put unchari- 
tableness into the creed, and so to make it become as 
an article of faith.” 


ATTEMPT AT CONVERSION. 

While Mr. Murray was a member of Mr. White- 
field’s church, a young lady was, as he supposed, 
deluded by the Universalists, to join their standard ; 
and Mr. M. made one of a cemmittee to visit and 
reclaim her. The following is his own account of the 
matter. 

“The young lady received us with much kindness 
and condescension ; while, as I glanced my eye upon 
her fine countenance, beaming with intelligence, min- 
gled pity and contempt grewin my bosom. After the 
first ceremonies, we sat for some time silent ; at length 
hb drew up a heavy sigh, and uttered a pathetic senti- 
ment, hs Ba to the deplorable condition of those, 
who live, and die in unbelief; and I concluded a vio- 
lent declamation, by pronouncing, with great earnest- 
ness, He that believeth not, shall be damned. 

“And pray, Sir,” said the young lady, with great 
sweetness, “Pray, Sir, what is the unbeliever damned 
for not believing ?” 

What is he damned for not believing ? Why, he is 
damned for not believing. 
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“But, my dear Sir, # asked what was that which he 
did net believe, for which he was damned ?”’ 

Why, for not believing in Jesus Christ, te be sure. 

“Do you mean to say, that unbelievers are damned 
for not believing there was such a person as Jesus 
Christ ?” | 

No, I do not; a man may believe there was such a 
person, and yet be damned. 

“What then, Sir, must he believe, in order to aveid 
damnation ?”? 

Why he must believe that Jesus Christ is a com- 
plete Savior. 

“Well, suppose he were te believe that Jesus Christ 
was the complete Savior of others, would this belief 
save him ?” 

No, he must believe that Christ is his complete 
Savior; every individual must believe for himself, 
that Jesus Christ is his complete Savior. 

“Why, Sir, is Jesus Christ the Savior of any un- 
believers ?°° 

No, madam. 

“Why, then, should any unbeliever believe that 
Jesus Christ is his Savior, if ke be not his Savior >”? 

I say, he is not the Savior of any one, until he be- 
lieves. 

“Then, if Jesus be not the Savior of the unbeliever 
until he believes, the unbeliever is called upon to be- 
lieve alie. It appears to me, Sir, that Jesus is the 
complete Savior of unbelievers; and that unbelievers 
are called upon to believe the truth ; and that, by believ- 
ing, they are saved, in their own apprehension, from 
all those dreadful fears, which are consequent upon a 
state of conscious condemnation.’’ 

No, madam ; you are dreadfully, I trust not fatally 
misled. Jesus never was, nor never willbe, the Sa- 
vior of any unbeliever. 

‘Do you think Jesus is your Savior, Sir?” 

I hepe he is. 

“Were you always a believer, Sir ?” 

No, madam. 
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“Then you were once an unbeliever; that is, you 
ence believed that Jesus Christ was not your Savior. 
Now, as you say, he never was, nor ever will be, the 
Saviour of any unbeliever ; as you were once an un- 
believer, he never can be your Savior.” 

He never was my Savior till I believed. 

“lid he never die for you till you believed, Sir ?” 

Here I was extremely embarrassed, and most de- 
voutly wished myself out of her habitation ; I sighed 
bitterly, expressed deep commiseration for those de- 
luded souls, who had nothing but head-knowledge ; 
drew out my watch, discovered it was late; and, re- 
collecting an engagement, observed it was time to take 
leave. 

I was extremely mortified ; the young lady observ- 
ed my confusion, but was too generous to pursue her 
triumph. I arose to depart; the company arose ; she 
urged us to tarry ; addressed each of us in the lan- 
guage of kindness. Her countenance seemed to wear 
a resemblance of the Heaven which she contemplated ; _ 
it was stamped by benignity ; and when we bade her 
adieu, she enriched us by her good wishes, 


p= 


CALVIN’S FIVE POINTS. 

We give the following extract from Buck’s Thee- 
logical Dictionary, that our readers may possess a 
document that will afford in few werds the essence of 
Calvinism. We need inform but very few of them 
that the five points do not embrace our sentiments ; 
ner do we apprehend that we hazard much, in offering 
them without comment. 

“The following statement is taken principally from 
the writings of Calvin, and the decisions at Dort, 
compressed in as few words as possible. 

“1. They maintain that God hath chosen a certain 
number of the fallen race of Adam in Christ, before 
the foundation of the world, unto eternal glory, accord- 
ing to his immutable purpose, and of his free grace 
and love, without the least foresight of faith, good 

4 
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works, or any conditions performed by the creature ; 
and that the rest of mankind he was pleased to pass 
by, and ordain to dishonor and wrath, for their sins, 
to the praise of his vindictive justice. 

«2. They maintain that tho the death of Christ be 
a most perfect sacrifice, and satisfaction for sins, of 
infinite value, abundantly sufficiently to expiate the 
sins of the whole world ; and tho on this ground the 
Gospel is to be preached to all mankind indiscrimi- 
nately; yet it was the will of God that Christ, by the 
blood of the cross, should efficaciously redeem all 
those, and those only, who were from eternity elected 
to salvation, and given to him by the Father. 

«3. They maintain that mankind are totally deprav- 
ed, in consequence of the fall of the first man, who, 
being their public head, his sin involved the corrup- 
tion of all his posterity ; and which corruption extends 
over the whole soul, and renders it unable to turn to 
God, or to do any thing truly good, and exposes it to 
his righteous displeasure, both in this world and that 
which is to come. 

“4, They maintain that all whom God hath predes- 
tinated unto life, he is pleased, in his appointed time, 
effectually to call by his word and spirit out of that 
state of sin and death in which they are by nature, to 
grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. 

“5. Lastly: They maintain that those whom God 
has “effectually called and sanctified by his apirit. 
shall never finally fall from a state of “igh hey 
admit that true believers may fall partially, and would 
fall totally and finally but for the mercy and faith- 
fulness of God, who keepeth the feet of his saints ; 
also, that he who bestoweth the grace of perseverance, 
bestoweth it by means of reading and hearing the 
word, meditation, exhortations, threatening, and 
promises, but that none of these things imply the possi- 
bility of a believer’s falliag from a state of justifi- 
cation. | 
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For the Christian Repository. 
AUBHORS OF THE APPEAL. 


Mr. Epiror,—It has doubtless been anticipated 
that the Authors of the Appeal would make a publie 
defence against the attack made on their characters 
by the Editors of the “Universalist Magazine,’’* and, 
indeed, such a defence has actually been prepared 
for the press ; but, by the earnest and sober advice of 
our friends, we have thought it best to suspend it. We 
have been informed that, as far as the general senti- 
ment of the public can be ascertained, the serious and 
reflecting consider the attack as the effusion of a party 
spirit, and in character far below the dignity of chris- 
tian ministers. 

The controversy has assumed a character wholly 
personal, and our antagonists have descended to the 
lowest grade of personalities—raking up insulated, 
inadvertent, and indigested expressions, used in pri- 
vate conversation, and publishing them to the world! 
What person of sense will not pity the cause which. 
requires such means to support it? or what cultivated 
mind would not be disgusted, on seeing a controversy 
of this kind protracted? Feeling a streng reluctance 
to following the course which they have marked out, 
in filling the public prints with crimination and re- 
crimination of a personal nature, and being persuaded 
that the public in general, (all but those whose par- 
tial attachments place them beyond the power of 
conviction) will do us and themselves the justice to 
think of us according to what they have seen, and 
shall know of us in future, we are willing to risk the 
decision in their hands. 

As it respects the final issue of this unhappy con- 
test, [am unable to make any probable conjecture. 
We have once made an amicable settlement with two 
of the Editors ; but, to our great astonishment they 
have assumed the right to violate it! Since this, we 
have offered them terms for a settlement which, I am 


* See Christian Repository, Vol. III. 





‘\ 


40 Christian Repository. 


confident, would be esteemed fair and honorable by 
all disinterested persons; but they have all been 
rejected! We must now leave the event to Him whe 
rules all things in wisdom and goodness. 
I remain your sincere friend and 
brother in the gospel, 


JACOB WOOD. 


P.S. All Editors of papers and periodical works 
who wild have the goodness to insert the above, shall 
receive the sincere thanks of J. W. 


p——____ 


FROM WILLIAM WORRALL, PASTOR OF THE UNIVERSAL- 
IST CHURCH, JOHN-STREET, GLASGOW, TO MR, HENRY 
FITZ, EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD, NEW-YORK. 


Dear Brother in the Lord, 
Being now, through the kindness of a friend, in 
ossession of the first and second volumes of the 
Gospel Herald, Iam authorized by the churches in 


our connexion to express the high opinion they enter- 
* * 


* * * * + 


tain, * * 

Mr. Van Velsan’s challenge, subsequent shuffling, 
and final disgrace, must have had great influence 
wpon the minds of the reflecting part of community. 
Never before was Calvinism so exposed and put to 
shame. Proceed, Sir, as a true and faithful soldier, 
in the van of the armies under the direction of 
the “Captain of Salvation.” Be instant in season 
and out of season, in making inroads upon the rami- 
fications of the kingdom of darkness in the dreary 
deminions of sin and death; and let the sound of 
your triumphs, from time to time, cheer and animate 
the lovers of truth on this side the Atlantic. We had 
ho idea, until the reception by usof the Gospel Her- 
ald, and a benevolent epistle from Mr. Stephen R. 
Smith, New-Hartford, that we had such a host of 
friends in the United States ; and consequently, the 
satisfaction communicated by the information is in- 
expressible. We lost by reason of death: our late 
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pastor, Mr. N. Douglas, truly aloss to us, but great 
sa tohim; he has-exchanged earthly suffering for 

eavenly felicity. Particulars concerning this inter- 
esting event, you will find in the funeral discourse, 
published on the occasion, a copy of which you are 
requested to accept. 

Theological truth is extending its influence amongst 
us, in this corner of the vineyard ; we only seem te 
want a few zealous laborers, men of integrity and 
talent, and great good might be effected. We al- 
ready hope, that the present intercourse now com- 
mencing with our Ameriean brethren, will be made 
instrumental under the great Head of the church for 
the attainment of an object so desirable. Along with 
this, I have written also to Mr. E. Mitchell, Pastor, 
New-York, in which I have entered into some par- 
ticulars which nearly concern us. I have requested 
the third volume of the Gospel Herald, when com- 
plete, thé whole of the other seven Universalist peri- 
odical publications, from the commencement of each, 
if possible; the life of Mr. J. Murray, and Kelly’s 
Union. Should this be found too troublesome to Mr. 
Mitchell, would you have the goodness to assist? The 
brethren here are upon the very tip-toé of expecta- 
tion. The money will be remitted, or paid here ac- 
cording to order. 

Hoping that yeu may pérceive the house of Saul, 
which is death, tending to decay, and the house of 
David which is love, progressively acquiring strength, 
I remain, dear brother, tho at a great local distance, 

our coadjutor in proclaiming glory to God in the 
hishest, on earth peace and good will to men. 
Wirier1am WorRatt, 


No. 102 Argyle-street, Glasgow. 
Feb. 26, 1823. 


ctutemens 





CHARACTER OF MR. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 


I shall be pardoned the attempt of a very feeble 


delineation of the character which I have always ad- 
4* 
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mired, loved, and venerated. Feeble indeed it must 
be, as the original was such as not often arrests the ~ 
attention of mankind yet I shall be satisfied, if able to 
sketch an outline strictly comporting with truth, and 
descriptive of only the most predominant features of 
him “whose praise was in all our churches.” 

Mr. Winchester was born at Brookline, Mass. in 
the year 1750. It has been asserted that no peculiar 
traits of genius marked the first years of juvenile life. 
But as’ he approached manhood, when the mental 
powers began to expand, the native talents of a mind 
which was afterwards to astonish mankind, began to 
exhibit themselves. His, powers of memory were 
soon observable. His natural seriousness and predis- 
position to the concerns of religion were perceived, 
and at a very early age, say about 19, he commenced 
preaching as an itinerant Baptist. His cotemporaries 
and associates regarded him as a young man of great 
promise, who would shortly become a “burning and 
shining light,” in which they and their fellow chris- 


tians should greatly “rejoice.” Already he preached 


with a zeal, a pathos and animation rarely seen in 
others. His travels and labors soon extended from 
Vermont to South Carolina. In this enlarged space 
of country, hundreds, perhaps thousands were awak- 
ened to a serious view of the importance of religion, 
and to this day, many, who did not keep pace with 
him in his mental travel, nor partake of the enlarge- 
ment of his views of “the great salvation,” still ac- 
knowledge Mr. W. as the instrument of their “turning 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God.” 3 

While at the Southward, he received the first impres- 
sion favorable to Universal Grace. Shortly, he sailed 
for England, where he tarried about 9 years, preach- 
ing and writing much. In London, he was well 
received—and in that city he delivered and published 
his lectures on the prophecies, with many other sub- 
ordinate works, in illustration and support of the 
doctrine of the Restoration. Op his return to America, 
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which was about the year 1793, he was received with 
ahigh degree of satisfaction by such as had imbibed 
his sentiments, and even by many who did not sub- 
scribe to them. He was heard with attention by most 
classes of Christians, and it was very rare that the 
meeting-houses of the several denominations were not 
opened to him, and crowded with attentive and ad- 
miring auditors. 

The various orders of clergy in the United States 
associated with him, as with a man from whom they 
must have derived pleasure and profit. His exten- 
sive reading, his enlarged acquaintance with man- 
kind, the fund of knowledge, stored in a memory bor- 
dering upon intuition, rendered his society interest- 
ing and instructive to all descriptions of men. But 
his urbanity, and the benevolence which glowed in 
his bosom, his simple unaffected manners rendered 
his conversation doubly interesting. Mr. W. had 
none of that imposing haughtiness, which lays humble 
inquiry undera painful restraint, nothing of that as- 
perity of mind which often wounds the feelings of an 
opponent, and silences without convincing him. He 
respected the tender feelings of all christians, was 
charitable to their ignorance and absurdity, and 
treated with “meekness those who opposed them- 
selves” to what he considered the truth of the gespel. 
His literary acquirements were by no means of a 
limited or superficial nature. With Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew he had an acquaintance, in which he was 
excelled by few ; and he was able to preach intelligi- 
bly in the French language. ‘The warmth of feelin 
with which he contemplated religion, the deep and 
solemn interest which he took in all its concerns, and 
his habit of piety, “which had “grown with his 
growth and strengthened with his strength,” gave a 
pathos to his public discourses, which awakened and 
sustained the attention of the crowd who waited on 
his ministry ; and tho some might think him an en- 
thifsiast, yet his was not the enthusiasm that distracts 
the mind, confounds the ideas, or disgusts the taste. 
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Under his tmpressive preaching, ridicule felt disarm- 
ed of half her weapons, and wit, which sometimes 
sports with sacred things, in his presence, tacitly con- 


fessed the ebject above her reach. E. T. 


—— 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BR. M. NEEDHAM. 


‘Dear Brotrurr,—lI send you a short extract from 
the Corresponding Letter of the Warren Association 
of Baptists, for 1821, which, if agreeable, you may 
insert in the Repository. After stating the encour- 
agement of sending the gospel to the heathen, they 
say; “Brethren, the word has gone forth—the world 
will submit te Christ. It is his by creation—his by 
the purchase of his blood—and it must be his by 


spiritual and holy subjugation. There is encourage- 
ment to action and to prayer.— 


‘‘Come then, and added to thy many crowns, 


Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 
Thou who alone art worthy.’ 


Remark. These Baptists, in word, seem not far 
from the kingdom of heaven. May they one day be 


able to realize the fulness of their enlarged views. 


Epiror. 
qe 


HEATHEN MYTHOLOGY! PURGATORY! 


In consequence of the different sentiments of Universal- 
ists, and the existing difficulties between our brethren in 
the vicinity of Boston, with which our readers are already, 
much to their grief, acquainted, Br. Turner published a dis- 
course, expressing his general views of those religious 
tenets that relate to the subject. This discourse has called 
forth in the Magazine of Boston two opponents, one signed 
T. W. and the other Apollos. With the merits of the con- 
troversy, if such controversy exists, {for it does not yet 
appear that Br. Turner has taken any notice of his oppo- 
nents,) we have nothing todo. We consider this as a mat- 
ter which belongs to them, and not to us. But the heathen 
Mythology and Purgatory, which Apollos has introduced, 
we have concluded to lay before our readers. “The author 
states,” says Apollos, speaking of Br. Turner, “that the 
doctrine,” meaning future punishment; “has been held by a 
jange majority of those who believed in the final salvation of 
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all men, since the days of the Apostles.—This we acknow- 
ledge, and the same was held by the heathen priests and 
philosophers, long before the birth of Christ, which proves 
that it belongs to the heathen mythology, a doctrine which 
these men with the Roman Catholics embrace, calling it 
Purgatory.” 

We recollect reading of an old friend Quaker, who would 
neither shed the blood of man or beast. Being one day 
offended with his dog, he sent him forth into the street, say- 
ing, I will not hurt thee, but I will give theea bad name. And 
so saying he cried out, mad dog! The consequence, as 


might easily be conjectured, was, the poor dog soon found too 
many enemies, to breathe. The reader can apply the mor- 
al. The opposers of universal salvation, have long thought 


the old Quaker policy a good one, and therefore thought 
they would give us a bad name. So they cried, the devil was 
a universal preacher ; and no doubt they have kept ten souls 
in fear of us, by this bad name, where the subtle metaphys- 
ics of an Edwards has one. Now the doctrine of future 
punishment is to be put down, what is to be done? Give it 


abad name. Cry heathen mythology and purgatory. Verily, 

Apollos, we do believe thee a bold fellow [“we BoLDLY con- 

tradict,” he says in the course of his piece] to give “a large 

majority of those who believed in the final salvation of all’ 
men since the days of the apostles,”—a large majo ity of the 

brethren of thy faith, a bad name. We hope thou wilt read, 

and think, and be ashamed; for tho the Quaker’s poor doe 

fell a victim, because he had a bad name; yet the race of 
dogs is notextinct. They always might, and forever may, 

eat of the crumbs that fall from their master’s table. 

=e 
ANECDOTE. 

Charles II. hearing of a high character of a preacher 
in the country, attended one of his sermons. Express- 
ing his dissatisfaction, one of his courtiers replied, 
that the preacher was applauded to the skies by his 
congregation. “Aye,” observed the king, “1 suppose 
his nonsense suits their nonsense.— Wesipolana. 

i 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Excommunications—Mrs. Maria Townsend has 
lately been excommunicated in the city of New-York, 
for a disbelief of the endless misery of a portion of 
mankind. 
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Br. Hubbard H. Winchester, now a preacher of our 
connection, has lately been excommunicated from the 
Congregational Church in Marlborough, Vermont, for 
disbelieving endless punishment, and preaching uni- 
versal salvation. 

Sl 

The celebrated Hindoo philesopher and theologian, 
Rammohun Rey, who recently became converted to 
Christianity, contemplates a visit to the United States. 
In a letter to a gentleman in Baltimore, dated Cal- 
cutta, Oct. 9, 1822, he states, that he shall probably 
be in thts country im the course of the next year. 
Rammohun Roy ts a native of Bengal, and by his 
writings in the English, and several of the Eastern 
languages, has proved himself to be one of the most 
learned and remarkable men of the present age. 

Baltimore Patriot. 


Swearing.—St. Chrysostom proposes a singular 
method to facilitate the leaving off of this practice of 
customary swearing. ‘Wouldst thou know,” says 
the father, “by what means thou mayest get rid of this 
wicked custom of swearing, I’ll tell thee a way, which, 
if thou wilt take, will certainly prove successful. 
Every time whenever thou shalt find thyself te have 
let ship an oath, ange thyself for it by missing the . 
next meal. Sucha course as this, tho troublesome to 
the flesh, will be profitable to the spirit ; and cause a 
quick amendment ; for the tongue will need no other 
monitor to make it take heed of swearing another 
time if it hath been thus punished with hunger and 
thirst for its former transgression, and knows it shall 
be so punished again if ever it commits the like crime 
Merealter”—Rertster. : 


Proposals have been issued at Little Falls, N. Y. 
for publishing a paper, entitled “Tue Gosrrex Inquir- 
ER,” devoted to the dissemination ef the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. ‘To be published semi-month- 
ly at one dollar per annum.—Gos. dv. 

















a 
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Br. Edward Turner of Charlestown, Mass. has issu- 
ed proposals for publishing a small periodical work, 
at 75 cents perannum. Further particulars concern- 
ing this contemplated work we are not able to to give, 


by reason of the subscription paper received, being 
mislaid. 
= 
DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION. 

The new and elegantly finished Meeting-House, 
erected for the Central Society of Universalists at 
the corner of Bulfinch-Street and Bulfinch-Place, was 
on Wednesday last dedicated to the service of the 
Most High.* Service as follows: viz. Lessons from 
the Scriptures; Introductory Prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Streeter of Portsmouth ; Dedicatory Prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Mitchell of New-York ; Dedicatory Address by 
Rev. Mr. Dean; Concluding Prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Winchester of Vermont; Benediction by Rev. Mr. 
Dean. 

In the afternoon, the Rev. Paul Dean was installed 
Pastor over the Society hereafter to worship in this 
house, incorporated as the Central Society ef Univer- 
salists in Boston. Exercises as follows: viz. Les- 
sons from the Scriptures ; Introductory Prayer, by 
Rev. Mr. Streeter of Salem; Installation Sermon b 
Rev. Mr. Mitchell of New-York; Installation Prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Streeter of Portsmouth ; Delivery of the 
Scriptures and Address to the Society, by Rev. Mr. 
Turner of Charlestown; Right Hand of Fellowship, 
by Rev. Mr. Streeter of Portsmouth; Concluding 
Prayer by the same; and Benediction by Rev. Mr 
Dean. 

The exercises throughout the day were apprepriate, 
and marked with religious solemnity. The installa- 
tion sermon by Rev. Mr. Mitchell, was an able and 
arguinentative discourse, and delivered in that style 
of energetic eloquence for which the speaker is par- 
ticularly distinguished. Several select pieces of mu- 
sic were performed by the choir between the various 


_, exercises, in a masterly style —Boston paper. 
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Died in Barre, May 14, Col. fis se WALKER, aged 72, 


a veteran of the Revolution, distinguished for his services in 
public life, and endeared to his friends by his virtues in the 
domestic circle, 

In Bridgewater, May 11, Capt. Benoni Suaw, Jr. aged 28 
years. Mr. Shaw was much respected, beloved as a friend, 
and as a christian he was an animated example of piety and 
devotion. 





ON THE DEATH OF MR. U. S. 
Relentless death, whose appetite doth rage, 
And, for his victim, marks both youth and age, 
Upon an only son has laid his hand ;-- 
No skill nor physic could his claim withstand, 
But from the dear companion of his bed, 
Has snatch’d a husband, yea her help and head. 
No soothing care, nor medicine could save 
Her helpmate from the coffin and the grave. 
Almost without a warning was the blow, 
With scarce astruggle, did he seem to ge. 
Scaree was disease upon his body laid, 
When from this life his exit he had made ; 
His helpless offspring have a father lost ; 
He’s left this world for Canaan’s blessed coast. 
And tho his wife in tears her eyes may steep ; 
Tho friends may mourn and sonless parents weep ; 
Yet we may hope in heaven he finds his rest 
Among the spirits of the truly blest. 
Tho here on earth they mourning may sojourn, 
And bathe with tears their son and husband’s urn, 
The time shall come when they once more shall meet. 
And death no more their union separate. 
When every creature of the human race, 
Shall join in one to sing redeeming grace, 
This family shall with the concert join, 
And sing the universal song divine. 
When death shall cease to hold despotic sway, 
And life eternal brings in endless day ;— 
When sin and misery wholly disappear, 
And every one in righteousness skal] share, 
From every eye the tear shall cease to flow, 
And every heart the love of God shall knew, ie 2 











